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Week of May 31, 1993 


STATE AND METROPOLITAN AREA EMPLOYMENT 
AND UNEMPLOYMENT: MARCH 1993 


WASHINGTON -- Unemployment rates were higher in March 1993 
than in the prior month in 27 states, lower in 17 states and the 
District of Columbia, and unchanged in 6 states, the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor reported. The 
national unemployment rate was 7.0 percent in both February and 
March. 


Employment on nonfarm payrolls was higher in March than a 
year earlier in 43 states and the District of Columbia. 


Unemployment data for all states and the District of 
Columbia are available on a seasonally adjusted basis, thus 
permitting over-the-month comparisons. Nonfarm payroll 
employment data for states, as well as unemployment data for 
metropolitan areas, are only available on a not- 
seasonally-adjusted basis; therefore, comparisons of these data 
should be limited to the same month in earlier years. 
Over-the-month comparisons of not-seasonally-adjusted data may be 
affected by seasonal changes and thus could present a misleading 
picture of underlying economic trends. 


State Unemployment (Seasonally Adjusted) 


Indiana and Massachusetts had the largest over-the-month 
decreases in their unemployment rates (1.4 and 1.3 percentage 
points, respectively). Eight states had rate decreases between 
0.5 and 0.9 percentage point. Kentucky and Oklahoma had 
unemployment rate increases of nearly 1 percentage point, and 
seven states showed rate increases of either 0.5 or 0.6 
percentage point over the month. 


Only two states had March unemployment rates in excess of 
8.5 percent. West Virginia had the highest rate, 11.2 percent, 
and California was next, at 9.4 percent. Nine states had rates 
below 5.0 percent. The lowest rate was in Nebraska, 3.0 percent, 
followed by South Dakota (3.4 percent) and Utah (3.6 percent). 
(See the map.) 


Most states have had only small month-to-month changes in 
their uyemployment rates thus far in 1993, but eight states have 
had rat@ decreases of 1 percentage point or more between December 
1992 and March 1993. Five states--Illinois, Maine, Missouri, New 
Mexico, and New Hampshire--had increases as large as 1 percentage 
point in the December-March period. 
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Metropolitan Area Unemployment (Not Seasonally Adjusted) 


Of the 272 metropolitan areas for which data are available, 
56 areas reported March unemployment rates of 8.5 percent or 
higher, while 53 areas had rates below 5.0 percent. Five areas 
in California had the highest rates in March 1993. Modesto had 
the highest rate (18.5 percent), followed by Fresno and 
Bakersfield (17.2 and 16.9 percent, respectively). The lowest 
rate was in Iowa City, Iowa (1.9 percent), followed by Lincoln, 
Neb. (2.2 percent), and Madison, Wis. (2.4 percent). 


Nonfarm Payroll Employment (Not Seasonally Adjusted) 


Nonfarm payroll employment, as measured by the monthly 
survey of nonfarm establishments, rose by 2 percent or more in 23 
states between March 1992 and 1993. Utah reported the largest 
percentage increase (4.3 percent), followed by Nevada (3.8 
percent), and Mississippi and Montana (both 3.3 percent). Texas 
had the largest numerical increase, with an over-the-year job 
gain of nearly 200,000. Florida, Georgia, and North Carolina 
also showed significant job growth since March 1992, with 
additions of 80,000 to 100,000 in each state. 


Over-the-year employment declines were reported in only 
seven states. The largest percentage declines were in 


Connecticut (1.7 percent), California (1.6 percent), and Hawaii 
(1.2 percent). In terms of the number of jobs involved, 
California had the largest over-the-year drop (200,000). (See 
table 3.) 

In the goods-producing sector, about half of the states 
reported over-the-year job losses in manufacturing, and about 
three-fourths had gains in construction. In the 
service-producing sector, nearly all states reported strong 
over-the-year job growth in services; four-fifths had increases 
in trade, and almost three-fourths in government; over two-thirds 
reported gains in finance, insurance, and real estate, and almost 


three-fifths in transportation and public utilities. 


“Nore 
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Table 3. Employees on nonfarm payrolls by state and selected industry division, not seasonally adjusted 


(In thousands) 























































1992 1993p 

ALABAMA... ccccccccvecs 1,643.6] 1,685.5] 1,654.0] 1,689.8 71.2 74.0 72.5 74.7 
Alaska.... 235.1 237.9 238.1 241.1 7.2 7.7 7.4 8.3 
Arizona... 1,502.6] 1,545.3) 1,512.4] 1,555.9 73.9 80.3 75.4 81.8 
Arkansas.. woes 941.5 968.3 950.7 975.4 34.5 35.7 35.8 36.7 
California........... 12,078.1)11,935.8112,173.8/11,973.3| 446.7) 429.1 468.1 442.0 
Colorado.......++++++ 1,558.0] 1,604.3) 1,568.9] 1,614.0 63.6 69.1 64.8 71.9 
Connecticut. ..ccseoes 1,508.3] 1,485.4] 1,515.5] 1,489.0 39.6 40.6 40.6 40.4 
Delaware.........-+++ 329.8 340.0 333.5 341.5 14.9 17.4 15.6 17.9 
District of Columbia. 667.4 673.2 672.3 675.5 9.1 8.8 9.1 8.9 
Florida. ...cccscccscse 5,308.8) 5,440.8) 5,386.2) 5,485.5 253.9 275.2 256.4 274.5 
Georgia....cssccsccces 2,911.3] 3,014.2] 2,939.2] 3,025.3 116.1 121.1 117.5 122.2 
EE dccvadeencvas 543.2 537.2 546.5 540.2 30.9 31.7 31.1 31.5 
EOURO. coc ccsscccccens 398.8 413.0 403.1 413.7 17.7 20.5 18.8 21.3 
Tllinois.....sesseese 5,110.2] 5,148.8) 5,145.1] 5,175.8 169.7 174.4 174.1 178.2 
Indiana.....+.eeeeees 2,483.9] 2,525.7] 2,504.6] 2,534.3 98.1 98.4 101.8 98.9 
TOUR s «0 ccccccccccescs 1,220.4] 1,234.6] 1,232.3] 1,243.6 37.1 38.3 39.3 39.4 
Kangags..ccccccccccres 1,093.9] 1,118.6] 1,102.2) 1,125.4 39.3 40.5 40.9 41.9 
Kentucky. ..seeeeeeees 1,470.2] 1,509.2) 1,484.8] 1,515.2 59.8 63.3 63.4 63.6 
Louisiana. 1,600.7} 1,616.4) 1,608.9] 1,618.7 95.3 98.0 97.0 98.0 
Maine... ccccccccssses j 490.0 501.3 490.7 499.2 16.4 18.8 16.3 18.6 
Maryland.........s-0+ 2,037.5) 2,038.9] 2,053.3) 2,046.2 111.5 104.1 113.2 105.4 
Massachusetts........ 2,742.6) 2,733.8) 2,755.3] 2,736.3 61.7 64.1 62.6 63.3 
Michigan. ..cccecseses 3,835.2] 3,910.2] 3,855.9) 3,912.8 107.1 110.4 108.3 109.5 
Minnesota.......++++- 2,116.7] 2,179.3) 2,131.7] 2,186.6 60.2 61.9 61.3 63.2 
Mississippi.......... 940.1 977.0 945.9 977.4 32.0 35.6 33.0 36.7 
Missouri 2,276.4) 2,302.7} 2,300.0] 2,321.2 80.1 85.0 83.3 87.1 
Montana... 302.9 314.7 306.6 316.6 9.9 10.4 10.7 11.1 
Nebraska.. 732.9 738.3 738.3 743.3 23.4 25.5 24.4 26.0 
MOVOGR. 2c ccceseccccs 622.1 647.1 627.5 651.1 34.6 42.5 36.0 43.2 
New Hampshire........ 471.0 483.9 473.4 483.4 13.3 13.9 13.3 14.1 
New Jersey..........- 3,394.2) 3,367.2] 3,412.0) 3,376.3 99.2 91.3 100.9 90.8 
New Mexico. 584.7 596.9 590.4 601.1 27.5 29.3 28.7 30.3 
Naw YORK... cdccceseoes 7,622.1] 7,595.5] 7,658.9] 7,643.6 221.8 204.8 223.7 211.2 
North Carolina....... 3,058.3) 3,162.8] 3,084.5) 3,173.4 137.2 142.5 139.7 143.8 
North Dakota......... 268.6 277.6 271.1 278.4 7.8 8.6 8.0 8.7 
GHEG sc cvecvcvcdoesvcs -2) 4,787.2] 4,771.7] 4,816.4 148.7 158.2 154.8 164.1 
Oklahoma +6] 1,211.3] 1,210.1] 1,219.6 37.0 38.0 38.6 38.6 
Oregon +6] 1,264.6] 1,243.6] 1,273.0 44.7 45.7 46.1 47.6 
Pennsylvania......... 4,984.1) 5,031.7] 5,013.0] 5,065.5 170.8 170.0 176.2 169.4 
Rhode Island......... 410.7 415.8 412.9 416.1 10.5 11.7 10.5 11.6 
1,496.3] 1,536.2] 1,511.5] 1,551.4 78.3 80.4 78.7 80.9 

297.1 304.3 299.1 306.0 9.9 10.3 10.4 10.5 

2,177.6) 2229.2] 2,217.6] 2,237.1 79.7 79.3 82.1 81.3 

7,145.8] 7,360.-' 7,187.3] 7,382.5 326.9 338.9 335.4 339.3 

748.5 778. 754.8 787.5 28.5 33.9 30.3 34.8 

Vermont. .wcccscccscce 248.9 252.2 248. : 8.6 10.3 8.7 10.4% 
Virginia... .ccccccces 2,783.6) 2,819.6] 2,803.0 136.6 138.5 139.2 139.2 
Washington. ..........- 2,164.3] 2,198.7) 2,184.9 107.5 112.1 111.5 114.7 
West Virginia........ 620.1 632.7 625.4 23.2 25.2 24.0 25.6 
WISCORSIA. 6.00. ccvcocs 2,277.4] 2,331.6] 2,288.0 "4.3 81.2 75.2 81.2 
PPOMARE So 5t 0s dcicewes 195.8 a -4 9. 8.7 9.7 9.1 
Puerto Rico....... 847. 848.0 % 1 47.9 45.9 





See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table 3. Employees on nonfarm payrolls by state and selected industry division, not seasonally adjusted-Continued 


(In thousands) 
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Week of May 31, 1993 


FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


In the fall of 1933, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
accepted a proposal for a forced draft work relief program, 
called the Civil Works Administration. As a result, four million 
people found work on secondary roads, schoolhouses, playgrounds 
and parks, according to The American Worker, a U.S. Department of 
Labor publication. 


# # # 


President Franklin D. Roosevelt, intensely interested in 
conservation, created the Civilian Conservation Corps to put 
jobless youth to useful work and to restore the land. The Labor 
Department recruited the jobless men, who were from families on 
relief, were unmarried, and were between the ages of 16 and 25. 
Army reserve officers managed the camps, and the Forest Service 
and National Park service planned the projects, according to The 
American Worker, a U.S. Department of Labor publication. 


# # # 


Congress passed the Civilian Conservation bill on March 
1933. By June, 1,300 conservation camps were in operation. 
About 2.5 million men went through the Civilian Conservation 
Corps program, planting trees; digging reservoirs, fishponds 
diversion ditches; building dams, bridges and fire towers; 
fighting tree diseases; restoring historic battlefields, and 
clearing beaches and campgrounds, according to The American 
Worker, a U.S. Department of Labor publication. 


# # # 








